
8th Annual Jazz Festival:
Memoirs of a First-Time
Festival Volunteer
By Paul Tincknell

March 16, 2006 – I’m walking through the door of the Alliance Medical Center in 
Healdsburg for my fi rst meeting after volunteering for the Healdsburg Jazz Festival. There 
are many people seated around the tables in the room. A few minutes after I enter in comes 
Jessica Felix, artistic director of the Healdsburg Jazz Festival. Her obvious glee over a new 
volunteer is genuine. The meeting immediately dispatches the notion I had of only ushering 
a couple of shows. No, there is work to do. It is clear that all hands present are needed, 
including mine.
This meeting is also the fi rst glimpse of the fi nalized lineup for the 2006 Healdsburg Jazz 
Festival. The freshly printed festival program is passed around for all to drool over. And 
drool we do – McCoy Tyner, Charlie Haden Quartet West, Mark Murphy, Louie Bellson, The 
Heath Brothers. Those fi ve acts alone account for such an amazingly broad swath of jazz 
styles and history as to be almost a précis for a college course on jazz. Add in Marc Cary, 
Bruce Forman, Billy Hart, John Heard, Julian Lage, Shea Breaux Wells, Rebecca Mauleon, 
Stephanie Ozer, Mad and Eddie Duran … and you added extra credit with the best regional 
and area jazz musicians working today.
If you even like music – much less have a thing for jazz – this was NOT the festival to skip. 
Man, we were likely to see music history have a few pages written right here in humble 
Healdsburg, and I had just stepped right into it. So began one of the most fun jobs I’ve had 
in a long, long while.
April 20 – Alliance Medical Center again, 11 days before the Festival starts. A buzz 
is making the full room hum. How can something so seamless on the outside be so 
complicated? But conversations over umbrellas, tickets, chairs, water, parking, merchandise, 
credit card processing, staffi ng, media, PR, lodging, transportation, venues, sound 
equipment … go on and on.

June 1 – Festival Gala
with Louie Bellson
Mary Furth Center – The Festival kicks 
off with Louie Bellson and the Musicians’ 
Warehouse Big Band at the new Mary 
Furth Center. The hall is decked out 
beautifully. Bidding on the live and silent 
auctions raises over $20,000 for the jazz 
education programs! After dinner the 
Musicians’ Warehouse Big Band takes 
to the stage for an intro warm-up, but 
breaths are held as the elderly Louie sits 
down at his kit. Yet as his hand fi rst 

strikes the high hat it is with the same zip 
and precision he was renowned for during his days with the Duke. The lights 

are fl icked off, a spot hits the mirror ball and people pour onto the dance fl oor – it is 1949 all 
over again. The evening peaks when the students of the Healdsburg High School Jazz Band 
crowd on to the stage for the chance of a lifetime to play along with the pros and Mr. Bellson. 
“Gala” is too small of a word for the evening.
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June 2-3 – Barndiva Concerts
Barndiva Restaurant – The next two nights have the 
Bruce Forman Quartet on Friday and the Marc Cary 
Focus Trio on Saturday – both sold out. Though I 
couldn’t be there I hear through the grapevine major 
kudos for both nights.

June 4 – Jazz Night at the Movies
Raven Theater – I join the happy crowd this warm 
evening entering the darkened theater. Soon shorts of 
Duke Ellington, Louie Bellson, Thelonious Monk, John 
Coltrane, McCoy Tyner, and more fl icker across the silver screen… some never before seen by 
the public. Some of the clips are grainy, some are laughable, and all are wondrous. Mr. Cantor 
chats with us like he is showing old family movies.

June 6 – Rebecca Mauleon Sextet
Healdsburg Plaza – Tacuma King’s percussion 
and dance students are the opening act for a free 
concert in the Healdsburg. I set up chairs for the 
kids, help unload percussion, and corral kids 
as they show up. On cue the kids in procession 
march to their seats and drum. Afterwards the 
Rebecca Mauleon Sextet fi re up the afternoon 
with spicy Latin jazz that just cooks. The plaza is 
practically standing room only, and an area in front 
of the stage is fi lled with dancers. Throughout, people are enjoying picnics and wi
on the grass.

June 8 – Shea Breaux Wells
Flying Goat Coffee – I’m ushering for Shea Breaux 
Wells. After everyone is seated, Noam Lemish 
(piano), David Ewell (bass), and Alex Aspinall 
(drums) gently start as a trio playing a lilting piece 
that is almost Evans-esque. Shea comes in on the 
second number, joined by trumpeter Bill Ortiz, her 
voice clear, true, and with a timeless husky nuance 
that adds a nostalgic overtone. Her choice of songs 
ranges from modern non-jazz to jazz classics. 
Healdsburg is blessed to have the up-and-coming 
songstress live here.

June 9 – Heath Brothers Tribute to Percy Heath
Raven Theater – Family obligations intervened tonight so I had to skip going to the Heath 
Brothers *sigh*. Reports (of which we have Glen Alpert’s – see below) rave about the night.

AN EVENING OF BROTHERLY JAZZ 
by Glen Alpert
The Heath Brothers, one of the royal families of jazz, came to 
the Healdsburg Jazz Festival for the fi rst time in 2001. They 
made beautiful music and personally charmed all who came in 
contact with them. This year two of the brothers, Jimmy and 
“Tootie”, returned with the band to celebrate the life of Percy 
Heath. Their beloved elder brother, best known for anchoring 
the bass chair in the Modern Jazz Quartet for 4 decades, 
died last year.

A special treat before the Heath Brothers concert on Friday, 
June 9th, was the premiere “Brotherly Jazz”. Director Jesse 
Block captured on fi lm the Heaths and their remarkable 
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“A fixture on the San Francisco Bay-area jazz scene, Dave Ellis is a polished player, whose sound 
and style, as Orin Keepnews notes, brings to mind a number of saxmen, past and present. It is this 
seamless combination of older (re: swing and be-bop) and contemporary (post-bop and a touch of 

avant) styles that makes Dave Ellis so appealing.” 
Post Gazette, Philadelphia

 “Dave Ellis may have blown outside the jazz mainstream during his stints with Charlie Hunter 
and various Grateful Dead offspring, but on his own – and particularly on “State of Mind”, his 

third solo CD and his second with veteran heavyweight producer Orrin Keepnews – the Berkeley 
saxophonist displays sure footing in the straight-ahead tradition.”  

SF Bay Guardian

If you have never heard this New Orleans native sing before, get ready for a jaw 
dropping experience. Kenny is a jazz vocalist virtuoso, emulating the

classic styles of Ella Fitzgerald and Sarah Vaughn and infusing colors of
Stevie Wonder, Al Green and Donny Hathaway. Kenny’s free playful approach,

with over a four-octave range is awe inspiring. His tone on ballads is so
liquid; his scat is rapid-fire, passionate, melodious and inventive that it

invariably leaves his audience in a state of great emotional arousal. 
“Onstage, Kenny Washington is the Superman of the Bay Area jazz scene, 
a vocalist with an exuberantly supple tenor that glides effortlessly into the

stratosphere. Capable of astounding improvisational flights with an 
emotional intensity that’s bracing.” 

AN DREW GILBERT, San Francisco Chronicle
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breadth and depth in music. It was particularly poignant to see the funny, intelligent, 
and sweet Percy Heath.

The true celebration was in the musical performance. Certainly inspired by love for Percy, 
the band played a tremendous set of modern bop-oriented jazz. Jeb Patton, pianist with 
the band since 1998, and Joe Sanders on bass were each excellent in support and solo. 
Tootie Heath is one of the fi nest drummers alive. However, to me, the revelation was 
Jimmy Heath, soon to turn eighty years old. His sound and dexterity on tenor sax was 
breathtaking. He combined the vitality of youth with the wisdom of a master. Percy must 
have been smiling in jazz heaven. 

June 10 – Mark Murphy
Quivira Winery – 20 years ago, when I tended bar at a small jazz club in Ann Arbor, 

Michigan, Mark Murphy performed some weekends that packed 
the place to standing room only. How 
fi tting that here I was again working for 
Mr. Murphy. I had expected the intimacy 
of the small club to be missing, but Mark 
connects with a style that is very personal; 
each performance is one-of-a-kind, never 
repeated. His scat is like Sinatra channeling Coltrane; vocal turns and 
phrases surprise yet swing. Hearing Mark among the vineyards in sunny 
Dry Creek Valley is truly memorable.

June 10 – Charlie Haden Quartet West
Raven Theater – Tonight, one of the most mercurial legends of jazz takes to 
the stage: Charlie Haden. The bass player has been the unassuming anchor 
for almost every noted jazz musician recording today. Ornette Coleman, 
Hank Jones, Keith Jarrett, Paul Motian, Dewey Redman, Carla Bley, Pat 
Metheny… from free jazz to spirituals, this double bassist has added more 
than most to the modern lexicon of today’s jazz. 

Onstage, the Quartet West – Alan Broadbent on piano, Ernie Watts on 
saxophone, Charlie Haden on bass, and local favorite and legend Billy Hart 
on drums - is the epitome of seamless post-bop jazz infused with lush, 
thematic movements. The music is elegant in a way like a jazz “chamber 
orchestra”. In between pieces, Mr. Haden modestly notes the songs, introduces 
his companions, and self-effacingly receives a standing ovation.

Continued
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HJF instead of IRS
YEAR-END DONATIONS - Our generous sponsors provide 
the much of the funding for the annual Healdsburg 
Jazz Festival, but year-end charitable contributions by 
individuals can help us a great deal. The Healdsburg Jazz 
Festival needs steady funding to continue to bring in 
the high quality of jazz artists for each year’s concerts, 
and maintain our jazz education programs. Year-end 
charitable donations often help us make ends meet and 
put on a world-class Festival. If you are considering your 
options for charitable donations this year’s end, please 
consider us. Your generosity helps nurture and support 
America’s music, jazz, right here in our community. 
The Healdsburg Jazz Festival, Inc., is a non-profi t 
501(c)(3) organization

June 11 – McCoy Tyner Trio 
and Billy Hart Trio with Julian Lage 
& Santi Debriano
Rodney Strong Vineyards – The fi nale of the 2006 
Festival: McCoy Tyner. It is a gorgeous summer 
day in wine country. The lawn at Rodney Strong 
Vineyards is fi lled with blankets and lawn chairs, 
with people pulling out light picnics. The opening 
act is again Festival favorite Billy Hart with local 
hero Julian Lage on guitar plus Santi Debriano 
on bass. The trio plays pieces that adorn the 
dazzling afternoon, from intricate interpretations 
of standards to original compositions from each 
band member.

The man who defi ned post-bop jazz piano 
alongside Coltrane takes to the stage. When 
McCoy Tyner puts his fi ngers to the piano 
keys the sound is magnifi cent. There is a 
classical-music overtone to McCoy’s playing 
that is positively graceful, but his lightness of 
touch makes it dance. In piece after piece his 
explorations in the past are now the touchstones 
of the music played today. We are witnessing 
something truly special, right here in small town 
Healdsburg. The music, the wine, the beautiful day, 
the music… it is all so perfect as to be 
almost dreamlike. 

I will be here again next year as volunteer, working 
hard to bring more extraordinary music for us all to 
enjoy to our little town out here in wine country. 
And if you see a Festival volunteer form, give it 
some thought. Hard work, yes. But fun, yes. 
Great music – YES!

Bookkeeper
Needed ! 

We are looking for a volunteer 
bookkeeper to manage our books.  

Please contact us if you or someone 
you know might be interested.   

707 433-4633 or 
info@healdsburgjazzfestival.org

Healdsburg. The music, the wine, the beautiful day, 
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Miles In The Sky
MILEAGE DONATIONS - One of the biggest ticket items we 
have fi nancially is bringing musicians from all over the 
country to come perform in Healdsburg. Your frequent 
fl yer miles can help us out – donate them to the Festival! 
If you have a minimum of 25,000 miles and would like 
to use them by helping us bring in the musicians please 
contact us. Those miles can help us go the distance!

E-Jazz
SIGN UP FOR EMAIL - If all you are reading from the 
Healdsburg Jazz Festival is this newsletter you are missing 
out on a wealth of updates and news from us. Visit 
www.healdsburgjazzfestival.org to see upcoming events, 
read about the artists, and join our email list. Many times 
the fi rst announcement of an upcoming event is sent to our 
email list. Sign up and tell your friends to join too!

Wear Your Memories – 
2006 Festival T-Shirts 
Available

We have a few 2006 Festival T-shirts and tanks 
still available; in fact we ordered more to accommodate 
demand. T-shirts: $20.00 each, Mens’ sizes only. No 
discounts. Tanks: $15.00 each /$10.00 each for HJF 
members, both Mens’ and Womens’ sizes available. 
We also have some T-shirts in Childrens’ sizes at $10.00 
each. Shipping extra.
We don’t have all sizes for every type of shirt, so give us a 
call for availability or to place an order at 707-433-4633. 
You can also order t-shirts and more HJF merchandise at 
www.healdsburgjazzfestival.org

A Unique Vacation Rental 
in Wine Country

e l e g a n t ly  r e n ova t e d ,  
l u x u r i o u s ly  a p p o i n t e d

a c c o m m o da t i o n s  f o r  4 ,  6  o r  8

For rates and dates, 
call (707) 433-8401

For details,
www.healdsburgbarrelhouse.com

Available



Steinway Pianos
Provided by 
Sherman Clay
San Francisco, CA

H E A L D S B U R G  J A Z Z  F E S T I V A L  2 0 0 6  G R A N T I N G  A G E N C I E S

JAMES IRVINE FOUNDATION

      ANONYMOUS DONOR ADVISED FUND AT 

BARBARA & HOWARD WOLLNER OF THE KISMET FOUNDATION 

HEALDSBURG CULTURAL TRUST

Individual Membership Levels
$30 per year includes 
- 3 coupons for wine or non-alcoholic beverage
 at the Sunday Jazz Series and select Festival
 events. (one coupon per event; Event sponsor
 wine only)
- Merchant discounts (see list below)

$50 per year
- 5 drink coupons total for the Sunday Jazz
 Series and select Festival events 
 (see limits above)
- Merchant discounts (see list below) 

$100 per year
- 5 drink coupons total for the Sunday Jazz
 Series and select Festival events 
 (see limits above)
- Early entry to all paid Jazz Festival events  
- Free jazz CD 

$500 per year  Includes all of the above, plus: 
- 5 additional drink coupons (10 coupons total)
- A second free jazz CD

$1000 per year  Includes all of the above, plus: 
- Reserved seating at all paid indoor events
- Invitations to special events related to 
 the Festival
- Personal introductions to musicians

MERCHANT DISCOUNTS  
All members receive the following discounts
and benefits from our supporting businesses: 

ART AND ALL THAT JAZZ
119 Plaza Street, Healdsburg
– 10% off sterling silver jewelry designs 
 by Jessica Felix 
– 10% off jazz CDs

LEVIN & COMPANY
306 Center Street, Healdsburg 
– 10% off jazz CDs or jazz books

RODNEY STRONG VINEYARDS 
11455 Old Redwood Highway, Healdsburg
– 10% discount on regularly priced wine or 
 gift items at the tasting room

CHRIS FOLEY FINE LEATHER 
433-B Healdsburg Avenue, Healdsburg
– 10% discount on merchandise

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Want to give more?
If you’d like to become a Patron Saint, Sponsor 
or a Contributing Merchant, please contact us 
at 707/433-4633, or e-mail the Healdsburg Jazz 
Festival at: info@healdsburgjazzfestival.org.

Become a Festival Member
Mail your completed form to: Healdsburg Jazz Festival, 
Post Office Box 266, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Or Fax your completed form to: 707/431-8371
Or join online at: www.healdsburgjazzfestival.org
For more information: contact the Festival Office at 
707/433-4633, or email us at info@healdsburgjazzfestival.org.

TODAY’S DATE

NAME                                                               

MAILING ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE

DAY PHONE (include area code)

EVENING PHONE (include area code)

E-MAIL ADDRESS

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL      $30       $50       $100       $500       $1000

                     Other amount  $   

    Check enclosed (payable to Healdsburg Jazz Festival)                            

    Please charge my credit card #

    Visa       MC    Exp. Date                Signature

    Please contact me about sponsorship. My company    

    Please contact me about becoming a contributing or discounting merchant. 

    I’d like to volunteer. My area(s) of interest:

        Event coordination Education

        Hospitality Fundraising

        Stage production Membership

        Marketing Other 

        Newsletter

We don’t like it when our names get sold to people we don’t know, so we promise not to sell or 
trade your personal information. Ever. We want to keep you all to ourselves!

mailto:info@healdsburgjazzfestival.com
http://www.healdsburgjazzfestival.com
mailto:info@healdsburgjazzfestival.com
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The Sunday Jazz Series continues!

DAVE ELLIS QUARTET
November 19th,  7pm 
Hotel Healdsburg Lobby

$1000 PER YEAR - NEW
Kathy Martin
$100 PER YEAR - NEW
Dana Burwell
Dr & Mrs Clarence Canson
David Spangenberg
Ellen Tyler
$50 PER YEAR - NEW
Emile & Linda Houle
Mary Teresa Lopez
Paul & Jennifer Tincknell
Suzanne Waxman
$30 PER YEAR - NEW
Lori Adams
Carolyn Anderson
Jean Hammond
Paul Hammond
Holly Jordan
Kristy Juliano

Andrew Lennox
George Nichols
Eva Nieves
Carol Spencer
$1000 PER YEAR - RENEWING
Shirley Sasaki
$500 PER YEAR - RENEWING
Eric Lang
$100 PER YEAR -RENEWING
Kathleen & Dennis Abbe
Bob Burnett
Barbara Epstein
Nancy Leavens
Roz & Ron Levaco
Elynor seccombe
Ayaz George Siegel
F. Pete Strebel

$50 PER YEAR - RENEWING
Ted Crowell & Andrea 
Michelsen
Ed Flesch
Mary Jackson
Chuck Markee & Linda Sims
Pamela Thomson & Tom Edison
Charles Peterson
Philip Rasori
Krassimira Rector
Dwight Russell
$30 PER YEAR - RENEWING
Jean & Buzz Bauer
Harry Decicco
Scott & Sally Evans
Curtis Thomson
Fred & Heli Wetzel

www.healdsburgjazzfestival.org

New Jazzed Up Website. Check it out!
The great new look was created by David Howard of 
Everywhere Media (www.4everywhere.com). Stay informed! 
Sign up for email updates on the festival and other jazz events 
right on the home page, www.healdsburgjazzfestival.org

The Grapevine Rag
Paul Tincknell & Glen Alpert   Contributing Writers
Graphite Studio, 707 433-7585  Graphic Design
Healdsburg Printing, Healdsburg   Printing

Join in the Jazz!
MEMBERSHIP IS THE BACKBONE of our organization. 
Without it we could not present the many free concerts we do, 
run our office or print this newsletter. Each membership not only 
brings benefits to you, but also helps this community. You can 
share the benefits by giving gift memberships to friends and 
family (a nice holiday gift), or just letting others know that it’s 
a small price for a great cause. For more information visit 
www.healdsburgjazzfestival.org.

Festival Partners & Members
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS
ALL-STAR LEVEL ($1200 PER YEAR)
Hamilton Partners
John & Geri Holt
BIG BAND LEVEL ($600 PER YEAR)
James F. DeMartini, Attorney
Evans Design / Fusion Z

Jessica Felix: Artistic Director

NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS, APRIL 1, 2006 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2006

Post Office Box 266   Healdsburg, CA 95448
707/433-4633


