
Volunteers – the Driving Force Behind the Festival

ealdsburg has become known as the jazz capital of the North Bay. From the First Annual
Healdsburg Jazz Festival in 1999, the event has matured to create a “jazz community” with live jazz
three to five nights a week all year around. We’ve created events that involve the whole community 

at every level, including the teachers, students and parents involved in the Jazz Education Program.

This feat can be attributed to the hard work and vision of the nonprofit organization’s most valuable
resource – volunteers. Each year we’re fortunate to find the right people to devote their time, expertise
and energy to make the Festival a success. More than ever, volunteers play a important role by helping out
at special Jazz Masters concerts at the Flying Goat, at the quarterly Sunday Jazz Series shows at the Hotel
Healdsburg, and other special events and concerts.
Additionally, volunteers help run the day-to-day
activities of the nonprofit Healdsburg Jazz Festival,
year-round.

“Jazz is my passion and I am delighted to work 
with my friends on a project that brings us closer
together in our love of the music,” says GINA RINER,
a marketing and business development consultant
in Healdsburg, who helped at the Raven during the
Festival. “I spoke to a few of the other volunteers
and we were all happily satiated with the vibes of
wonderful music, marvelous musicians and a feel-
ing that something remarkable happened in our
town for those eight days.”

Sonoma Art School director KELLY EBELING concurs.
Kelly heads the Education Committee, and writes
about the experience on Page 2 of this newsletter.
“Volunteering for the Healdsburg Jazz Festival has
opened the proverbial doors I never imagined existed,” she says. “It’s about broadening horizons and nur-
turing souls. It’s about sustaining this vibrant music form through our children.” Her husband, media and

communications consultant DAVID HOWARD, gives his time to the Fes-
tival as chairman of the Marketing Committee.

Retired veterinarian HOWARD QUINT, 81, has found a way to nourish
his life-long hunger for great jazz. Howard helps manage the Festival’s
office, but remembers he first saw Duke Ellington in New York when he
was 5 years old. His conversation is peppered with appreciations of Art
Tatum, Sidney Bechet, Lester Bowie and even today’s avant-garde jazz.
“I love jazz to begin with. It’s one of the reasons I moved up here – 
I told Jessica Felix I’d do anything, and she said, ‘Don’t tell me that, I’ll
be having you work 24 hours a day!’”

Volunteering is an invaluable way to contribute to the future of
the Festival. At present, our highest priority is adding members to the Fundraising Committee to ensure
the success of the Sixth Annual Festival in 2004. If you have skills in fundraising or education, hospitality,
marketing or other important areas, visit the “Volunteering” page at www.healdsburgjazzfestival.com,
or call us at 707/433-4633 to become involved with the Jazz Community.
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Othello Molineaux played two sold-out 
sets of sparkling steel pan jazz at the Flying
Goat on September 14 as part of the Jazz
Masters series.

Gina Riner of Healdsburg, one of the
merry band of Festival volunteers.

Background photo: Festival volunteers at their summer meeting at Quivira Vineyards.
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Healdsburg Jazz Festival and the Hotel Healdsburg present 

T H E S U N D A Y J A Z Z S E R I E S

November 16
The Dynamic Miss Faye Carol
Glen Pearson – piano
Dayna Stephens – bass 
Darrell Green – drums
Carolyn Brandy – percussion

Sponsored by J Vineyards & Winery

Sound by In the Pocket Productions

“Faye weaves the influence of jazz singers like Billie
Holiday and Betty Carter and blues singers like

Bessie Smith into her unique vocal tapestry. She is as comfortable belting
out a gritty blues tune as she is in rendering the delicate phrasing of a jazz
standard, or serving up a heaping plate of rhythm and blues”. East Bay Express

A series of concerts, each sponsored by 
a different Sonoma County winery

Featuring food by Dry Creek Kitchen

Lobby of the Hotel Healdsburg   25 Matheson Street   707/431-2800

Performance 6 to 9 pm     No Cover Charge

Jazz Festival Secures
Development Funds
The Healdsburg Jazz Festival, Inc., has recently
been awarded a competitive grant from Com-
munity Foundation Sonoma County to help with
the development of our new nonprofit status.
The “capacity-building” grant of $5,000 helps
with “strengthening nonprofit organizations [in]
training, planning, evaluation and organizational
development,” according to the Foundation’s
terms.

Community Foundation Sonoma County was
established in 1983 to create an ongoing source
of funds for local charitable organizations. It is a
vehicle for community philanthropy that enables
individuals of both modest means and substantial
wealth to contribute to a permanent endowment
for Sonoma County. For more information, visit
their Web site at http://www.sonomacf.org.

The Festival has also just been awarded a Com-
munity Giving Grant from the Target Corporation
to help support the Jazz Education Program, a
key component of the Healdsburg Jazz Festival’s
year-round activities.

Education Coordinator “Gets It” When the Music Begins
Volunteering for the Healdsburg Jazz Festival has opened the proverbial doors I never imagined 
existed. As Coordinator for the Jazz Education Program, I had few expectations. I planned to donate
time that I really didn’t have to a cause that I felt strongly about supporting. After all, it’s about sacri-
fice to the noble cause of bringing jazz to kids in our community. It’s about broadening horizons and
nurturing souls. It’s about sustaining this vibrant music form through our children.

Connecting to the schools in our community was a pleasure. They were expecting our call and were
interested in doing this again. Yes, they wanted to promote jazz and jazz history in the schools and
would tweak their schedules to make it happen. Yes, they understood that jazz is an important aspect
of our musical heritage.

But it was when the children and musicians met in April and May that I got finally got it. I understood
why the musicians approached their teaching with such commitment and purpose. I understood that
nothing else was as important as seeing the faces of the children as they listened to and interacted
with the musicians. Bittersweet, private melodies from Julian Lage’s guitar were absorbed. Babatunde
Lea’s vigorous African chants were exchanged as call and response. Richard Howell’s musical and ver-
bal antics brought laughter. Angela Wellman’s devotion to her trombone was unmistakable. Khalil
Shaheed’s articulate, softly spoken words about jazz history resonated.

The walls of the classroom came down. Lightbulbs went off, questions came in rapid-fire succession.
It was between the children and the musicians. No one else. Kelly Ebeling

Kelly Ebeling, head of the Education
Committee, with her husband David
Howard, chairman of the Marketing
Committee.

“It’s about broadening 
horizons and nurturing souls.
It’s about sustaining this
vibrant music form through
our children.”
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NAME

STREET ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP CODE

DAY PHONE (INCL. AREA CODE)

EVENING PHONE (INCL. AREA CODE)

E-MAIL ADDRESS

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL $30        $50       $100       $500       $1,000       $   

CHECK ENCLOSED (PAYABLE TO HEALDSBURG JAZZ FESTIVAL)

PLEASE CHARGE MY CREDIT CARD NUMBER

VISA MC EXP. DATE SIGNATURE

PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT SPONSORSHIP. MY COMPANY    

PLEASE CONTACT ME ABOUT BECOMING A CONTRIBUTING OR DISCOUNTING MERCHANT.

I’D LIKE TO VOLUNTEER. MY AREA(S) OF INTEREST:

EVENT COORDINATION EDUCATION

HOSPITALITY FUNDRAISING

STAGE PRODUCTION MEMBERSHIP

MARKETING OTHER 

NEWSLETTER

We don’t like it when our names get sold to people we don’t know, so we promise not to sell or trade your personal information.
Ever. We want to keep you all to ourselves!

$30 per year includes –
■ 3 coupons for wine or non-alcoholic beverage 

at the Sunday Jazz Series and select Festival 
events (one coupon per event)

■ Merchant discounts (see list below)

$50 per year
■ 5 drink coupons total for the Sunday Jazz 

Series and select Festival events
■ Merchant discounts (see list below) 

$100 per year
■ 5 drink coupons total for the Sunday Jazz 

Series and select Festival events
■ Early entry to all paid Jazz Festival events  
■ Free jazz CD 
■ Merchant discounts (see list below) 

$500 per year
Includes all of the above, plus:
■ 5 additional drink coupons (10 coupons total)
■ A second free jazz CD

$1,000 per year
Includes all of the above, plus:
■ Reserved seating at all paid indoor events
■ Invitation to any special events related to the 

Festival (e.g., the private End-of-Festival Party)
■ Personal introductions to musicians

LOCAL MERCHANT DISCOUNTS
All members receive the following discounts and
benefits from our supporting businesses:

ART AND ALL THAT JAZZ 119 Plaza Street,Healdsburg
■ 10% off sterling silver jewelry designs by 

Jessica Felix 
■ 10% off jazz CDs

LEVIN & COMPANY 306 Center Street, Healdsburg 
■ 10% off jazz CDs or jazz books

RODNEY STRONG VINEYARDS
11455 Old Redwood Highway, Healdsburg
■ 10% discount on regularly priced wine or gift 

items at the tasting room.

CHRIS FOLEY FINE LEATHER
433-B Healdsburg Avenue, Healdsburg
■ 10% discount on merchandise

Want to give more?  If you’d like to become a Patron
Saint, Sponsor or a Contributing Merchant, please
contact us at 707/433-4633, or e-mail the Festival 
at info@healdsburgjazzfestival.com.

A Message from Jessica
Many people contribute to the success of the Healdsburg Jazz Festival, and all of you have my thanks.
There are countless tasks that require involvement all year long, not just during the Festival in June.
In this issue, I would like to recognize the volunteers who contribute to our newsletter: Christian
Kallen (writer and editor), Gregor and Christina Nelson (design), and Steve Perkins (printing).

But making the Festival work also takes money. As grants to organizations like ours become more
difficult to obtain and corporate sponsorship budgets are cut, financial contributions from individuals
have never been more important.

You can help by becoming a member of the Festival, if you are not one already. Membership income
helps with the day-to-day expenses, and helps cover the cost of the newsletter itself. Since we are
now a 501(c)(3) organization, your contributions are deductible from both California and Federal
taxes, so please remember us at year’s end. By helping keep jazz alive twelve months a year, you
become a bigger part of the “jazz community” Jessica Felix, Artistic Director

Mail your completed form to: Healdsburg Jazz Festival, Post Office Box 266, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Or fax your completed form to: 707/431-8371
Or join online at: www.healdsburgjazzfestival.com
For more information: contact the Festival Office at 707/433-4633,
or email us at info@healdsburgjazzfestival.com.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY (ESPECIALLY YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS!) 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
[per year]



New Jazz Festival Members, July thru September 

The Grapevine Rag
[ Editor ]  Christian Kallen
[ Editorial Assistance ]  Jessica Felix, Gregor Nelson
[ Design ]  Nine Design, Healdsburg
[ Photography ]  Christian Kallen
[ Printing ]  Wine Country Impressions, Healdsburg

Be a Festival Volunteer!
Want to help bring great live jazz to Sonoma County?  Become a 
volunteer with the Healdsburg Jazz Festival, and you can be a part of
this valuable – and fun! – group. We need enthusiasts all year for a
variety of tasks, in the following committees:

■ Event Coordination 
■ Hospitality 
■ Stage Production 
■ Marketing
■ Newsletter
■ Education

Post Office Box 266  

Healdsburg, CA 95448 

707/433-4633

Become a Jazz festival member online at
www.healdsburgjazzfestival.com!
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$30 per year
Sandy Benko
Louise Billotte 
Scott & Sally Evans 
Sanders Feldhorn
Victor Fischer
Andy McKee
Gia Passalacqua
Hemraj Sodhi

$100 per year
Karen Abbe
Sophie Abramovitz & Bill Norton 
Brian Derickson
Gloria & Henry Hersch
Nikki & Don King

■ Fundraising
■ Membership

Let us know how you’d like to help by 
calling 707/433-4633, or by e-mail to
info@healdsburgjazzfestival.com.

Want to receive this newsletter by e-mail?
Just give us your address. Do you know someone else
who’d like to receive the electronic version? Let us know,
and we’ll put them on the list. Our e-mail address is
info@healdsburgjazzfestival.com.

$50 per year
Mickey Fernandez
Everett “Ratski” Glover 
Dorothy Pinn
Krassimira Rector
Joan Samuelson
Gail Ginder & Jesse Shaw
Rowan & Richard Spencer

$500 per year
The Bulger Family

Presented in association with 
the Healdsburg Arts Council

Jessica Felix : Artistic Director

See FAYE CAROL
November16
Hotel Healdsburg




