
Stellar Lineup for 8th 
Annual Healdsburg 
Jazz Festival

On June 1 and for the following ten nights, the stars will 
be out and the jazz-savvy little town of Healdsburg 
will once again become the Northern California jazz 

community’s center of gravity – jumpin’ and jivin’ to the 
beat of some of the greatest jazz players in our universe, 
 all courtesy of the 8th Annual Healdsburg Jazz Festival.

Any musical event that can showcase - in the same series 
of performances - headliners and glittering stars with 
the stature of a McCoy Tyner, a Charlie Haden, a Mark 
Murphy, and the senior statesmen of jazz, the Heath 
brothers, is sure to be regarded by jazz fans and critics alike as 
one of THE major music happenings of this or any other year - and deservedly so. McCoy Tyner 
is possibly the number one innovator and interpreter of modern jazz living today; Charlie Haden 
has long been recognized by many as jazzdom’s premier bassist and all-around musical genius; 
Mark Murphy is the artist over whom critic Rex Reed once gushed, “... arguably the best male 
singer in the business”; and the beloved and incredible Heath Brothers, everybody’s favorite who 
have been ensconced comfortably atop the jazz hierarchy for over a half century! Talk about an 
all-star lineup! These are the best of the best!

Windsor’s Mary Agatha Furth Center will be the venue for the 
kick-off fund-raising event to benefit children’s music education 
with an auction and gala dinner. The Musician’s Warehouse Big 
Band, a magnificent 20 piece jazz/swing aggregation featuring 
the great Louie Bellson, will perform in concert with a dance 
to follow. Joining Louie Bellson and the band for one tune will 
be students from the Healdsburg High School Jazz Band; how 
many young musicians get that opportunity?

On Friday, June 2, you may want to drop by Barndiva 
Restaurant in Healdsburg and catch the fabulous Bruce 
Forman Trio with his special guest, saxophonist, Noel Jewkes. 
It is the perfect musical backdrop for a luscious Barndiva 
snack and a glass of Geyser Peak wine.

Marc Cary and his Focus Trio return to Barndiva for an 
encore performance on Saturday, June 3. Having completely 

knocked out jazz audiences here last year, it’s only natural 
that we bring him back, and this time he has exciting fresh material to 

go with his always “outside-the-box” approach.

Sunday’s “Jazz Night at the Movies” on June 4 gives jazz fans a chance to see some of their 
favorite stars, past and present, doing their things in film clips culled from the voluminous 
archives of jazz historian, Mark Cantor.

Jazz and wine dinners at the fabulous Dry Creek Kitchen will be on the menu as the Stephanie 
Ozer and Mad and Eddie Duran Trios will perform for lucky diners on Monday, June 5 and 
Wednesday, June 7 respectively. Sandwiched in between these two events, on Tuesday, June 6, 
Latin jazz star Rebeca Mauleon and sextet will present a free concert and host a party in the 
Healdsburg Plaza. You bring the picnic and she’ll provide the musical “hot sauce”.

Classic jazz interpreter, songstress Shea Breaux Wells, in a quintet format will be at Flying Goat 
Coffee on Center Street June 8. Here is a chance for fans to experience some of the real jazz 
music that real jazz musicians like to play.

In a week of many highlights, the Heath Brothers’ tribute to Percy in Film and Music is certainly 
one of the more attractive. This presentation on Friday, June 9, at the North Street Raven 
Theater, will showcase the Brothers’ indelible mark on jazz from bebop’s early years up to and 
including the present. It’s an absolute “must see” for any serious jazz buff.
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& winery sponsor

present

T H E  S U N D A Y  J A Z Z  S E R I E S

Expect straight-ahead jazz singing - swing and ballads - with the emphasis on melody 
and feeling from the singer they call “the voice with a heart.” 

Count on some blues and Latin from this very engaging and versatile performer.

“Denise has this wonderfully warm voice... Listening to her is like sipping the best glass of 
wine you ever had in your life. You savor every note that comes out of her mouth.” 

– Dr. Dee Spencer, Music educator

Healdsburg favorite, bassist John Heard 
and trio will be holding forth in the Hotel 
Healdsburg Lobby on Friday and Saturday 
(June 9 and 10) with surprise guest artists 
dropping by to sit in.

Also on June 10, magnificent jazz vocalist 
Mark Murphy performs at Quivira 
Vineyards. Whether singing ballads, 
blues, or bebop, Murphy possesses one 
of the most incredible jazz voices ever 
to hold a microphone. This show is 
simply not to be missed.

Co-headlining this year’s Festival, also 
on Saturday, June 10, the Charlie Haden 
Quartet West comes in with world-renowned bassist and 
all-around maestro, Charlie Haden, and an all-star group that includes Alan 
Broadbent, Ernie Watts, and Billy Hart.

At the Grand Finale, Sunday, June 11, the outdoor amphitheater at the Rodney Strong 
Vineyards will rock to the sounds and rhythms of universally acclaimed McCoy Tyner Trio 
with Charnett Moffett and Eric Kamau Gravatt. The opening act of this curtain-dropper will 
be the fabulous Billy Hart Trio, featuring Santi Debriano and Santa Rosa’s own Julian Lage.

For more information or to purchase tickets call 707 433-4644 or visit 
www.healdsburgjazzfestival.org.

“NOW’S THE TIME”
 to become a Member

It might surprise many of our 
5,000 newsletter readers to learn 
that less than 1% of you are 
members of the Healdsburg Jazz 
Festival. Why that is important is 
that many of our Festival goers 
think that the money raised 
through ticket prices goes towards 
the special events and educational 
activities we sponsor throughout 
the year, such as Operation Jazz 
Band and High School Jazz Band 
Workshops in our area schools. In 
fact, most of the money raised only 
covers the cost of the concert itself 
- the musician’s fees, the location 
rental, advertising, etc. 

Don’t get us wrong - we are very 
grateful to all of you that come to 
our events. But it is memberships 
and donations from sponsors and 
patrons that help fund our annual 
operations and jazz education 
programs. That is why we need 
many more members. A $30, $50, 
or $100 membership helps us keep 
jazz alive for our children. Please 
become a member today; we really 
need your support.

And please join us for this year’s 
Festival, June 1 - 11! I once again 
amazed myself with the great line-
up (long-term friendships to the 
rescue!). This year fell into place 
at the last minute. I am already 
worried about how we can top 
ourselves next year, given the 
giants of jazz we have this year: 
McCoy Tyner, Charlie Haden, Louie 
Bellson, Mark Murphy, and the 
Heath Brothers. This stellar lineup 
should not be missed. 
Looking forward to sunny June,  
    Jessica Felix
 – ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

HEATH BROTHERS

-”Stellar Lineup” continued from front page

Lobby of the Hotel Healdsburg   |   25 Matheson Street   |   707/431-2800 
Two sets, starting at 7pm   |   One drink minimum per set

Festival Members wine coupons will be accepted at this show

Director’s 
Corner

D e n i s e  P e r r i e r
with the Tammy Hal l  Trio

S U N D AY,  M AY  2 1 S T    7  T O  9  P M

Markus Shelby
bass

Kent Bryson
drums

Denise Perrier
vocals

Tammy Hall
piano



Schedule of Events
Thursday, June 1
Gala - Auction, Dinner, Concert and Dance 
Louie Bellson In Concert with the 
Musician’s Warehouse Big Band
Furth Center, 6pm

Friday, June 2
Bruce Forman Trio 
with guest Noel Jewkes
Barndiva, 8pm

Saturday, June 3
Marc Cary Focus Trio 
Barndiva, 8pm

Sunday, June 4
Jazz Night at the Movies 
with Mark Cantor
Raven Theater, 7pm

Monday, June 5
Stephanie Ozer Trio 
Dry Creek Kitchen, 7pm 

Tuesday, June 6
Rebecca Mauleon Sextet 
Healdsburg Plaza, 6pm 

Wednesday, June 7
Mad and Eddie Duran
with Chris Amberger
Dry Creek Kitchen, 7pm

Thursday, June 8
Shea Breaux Wells
Flying Goat Coffee, 7pm

Friday, June 9
Heath Brothers 
Tribute to Percy Heath in Film and Music
Raven Theater, 
7 to 8:30pm Movie “Brotherly Jazz”
9 pm Concert, Heath Brothers  

John Heard Trio
with Danny Grissett and Lorca Hart 
Hotel Healdsburg Lobby, 9pm    

Saturday, June 10

Mark Murphy
Quivira Vineyards, 1pm

Charlie Haden Quartet West
Raven Theater, 8pm  

Christian Foley-Beining and Gary Johnson Duo
La Crema Tasting Room, 4pm

John Heard Trio
with Danny Grissett and Lorca Hart 
Hotel Healdsburg, 9pm   

Sunday, June 11

McCoy Tyner Trio
PRODUCED IN ASSOCIATION WITH JILL NEWMAN PRODUCTIONS

Opening act: 
Billy Hart Trio
with Santi Debriano and Julian Lage
Rodney Strong Vineyards, 3pm

H O O S E  A  R E A L  E S T A T E  
P R O F E S S I O N A L  

W I T H  T H E  Q U A L I T I E S  
Y O U  A D M I R E

agile Debbie Adler  |  alert Mark Altes  |  clever Gina Cleave

tenacious Judy Csimma  |  seasoned Bernie Curley

go-getter Mike Downes  |  fast-paced Linda Farwell

nimble Jonathan Fessler  |  solid Mike Fitzpatrick  |  prepared Pete Garcia

attentive Barbara Holmes  |  savvy Sally Jacoby

detail-oriented Kevin Landgraf  |  disciplined Dan Levine

flexible Dina Massoni   |  focused Deborah McCann

thoughtful Marguerite McLennan  |  well-informed John McNulty

up-to-speed Chris Metrulas  |  persistent Terrie Mironicki

responsive Denise Moffett  |  knowledgeable Tim Moffett

dashing Dennis Mulvihill  |  creative Poss Pragoff  |  efficient Tim Price

on-the-go Gale Risch  |  cool Ken Scharer   |  imaginative Carol Shields

time-saving Lucy Tamayo  |  quietly competent George Woods

C

PR U D E N T I A L  C A L I F O R N I A  RE A L T Y

326 Healdsburg Avenue
 (707) 433-4150

Western Ranch House
on 10 acres near town

Ken Scharer
Prudential California Realty
326 Healdsburg Avenue
(707) 433-4150
www.ken.scharer@prurealty.com

Whoop it up on your own spread and settle down in 
a 5,000 square foot home. Mosey on down to the stable, 

corral, shop and studio. Saddle up for $1,900,000.



April Showers Bring 
Jazz Education – 
Operation Jazz Band
by Paul Tincknell

“We’re going to have some fun ‘cuz jazz is number one!” echoed throughout 
seven Healdsburg-Geyserville area elementary schools this April – lesson #1 of 
Operation Jazz Band.
The week’s program followed thusly: each day two sets of the musicians toured 
the area’s fifth grades. Each set –horns, rhythm section of bass and piano, vocals 

with accompaniment, and drums and percussion – demonstrated their role in a jazz band, 
and in jazz composition. Day after day the musicians were on a mad dash from one school 
to another, from Westside to Geyserville, from HES to Alexander Valley, from Foss 
to Saint John’s and lastly to Sonoma Country Day School. This is hard, serious work.

The talented team sent out to teach was one of the best of the Bay Area jazz 
community: Khalil Shaheed (trumpet, flugelhorn), Richard Howell (saxophone), 
Art Khu (piano), Geoff Brennan (bass), Clairdee (vocals), Ken French (keyboard), 
and Babatunde Lea (drums, percussion). Musicians arrived each morning at 9am, 
driving from Oakland and SF.
Given that many young kids think jazz is spy music and adults in clubs wearing 
sunglasses and berets, the mission was not easy. With warm hearts, a love of jazz, 
and toe-tapping music, the musicians not only made the case that jazz was more 
than spies and berets, it was fun.

DAY 1: HORNS. Solemnly the fifth-grade classes of Foss Creek Elementary file into 
the multi-purpose room. After settling in, Richard asks if they listen to rap. Most hands 
go up. Rock? About half. Funk? A few. Country? Again few. Jazz? None. Undaunted, 



Richard and Khalil tell the kids a little history intermixed with some very fine playing. 
At the end a girl puts her hand up. So shy that it takes three times to hear her question, 
it finally is made out: “If someone was inspired by the saxophone could they learn to 
play it?” The unusual phrasing makes Richard pause a beat – and he tells her that she 
could definitely learn it; “All the best players are inspired by their instruments.”
DAY 2: RHYTHM SECTION. The small Geyserville Elementary has just one fifth-
grade class, so Art and Geoff set up in front of the chalkboard and play. The kids 
listen attentively, some clearly enjoying the music, others neutral. A young girl 
unconsciously smiles and swings her foot when Geoff starts Davis’ “So What”. The 
looping rhythm is impossible for the kids to resist, and they enthusiastically shout, 
“So what!” during the call-and-response with the musicians. They learn about the 
foundation of the jazz band metaphorically compared to the foundation of a home.
DAY 3: VOCALS. A sign with big, fat letters done in bright, colorful patterns 
unevenly proclaims, “Welcome Operation Jazz Band!” at Healdsburg Elementary. The kids 
come into the multi-purpose room and sit on the floor around Clairdee and Ken. Before 
the noise subsides Clairdee very softly sings a cappella Gershwins’ “Summertime” and 
a hush falls to her gentle lullaby. The song changes in feel once Ken spices it up with 
light accompaniment. Later the kids turn Clairdee’s scat lesson boisterous as young 
volunteers scat her lines back, friends laughing uproariously.
DAY 4: DRUMS AND PERCUSSION. The kids in the fifth-grade class at 
Geyserville Elementary are waiting for Babatunde. The students eagerly jump up 
to help unload his drums, dying to touch them. Ready, Babatunde claps a beat 
shouting, “We’re gonna have some fun ‘cuz jazz is number one!” Clapping, the kids 
shout it back. He drums through a history of jazz percussion and rhythm, shouting 
out the names of great players; the kids shout them back. He drums the different 
rhythms that make jazz, rock, rap, funk, and country. The leader of Operation Jazz 
Band has landed.
DAY 5: CONCERT. The Raven Theater is filled with roars from the kids as the 
musicians are greeted like mega stars. The big, hand-drawn sign from Healdsburg 

Continued

REACH 5000 OF THE HIPPEST, COOLEST MUSIC LOVERS 
WITH GREAT TASTE! ADVERTISE IN THE HEALDSBURG JAZZ 

FESTIVAL NEWSLETTER. CALL 707/433-4633 OR 
EMAIL INFO@HEALDSBURGJAZZFESTIVAL.ORG.



HEALDSBURG HIGH SCHOOL JAZZ BAND WORKSHOP

“Operation Jazz Band” continued

Elementary hangs on the stage front. Babatunde calls 
out, “We’re gonna have some fun ‘cuz jazz is number 
one!” and the kids en masse shout it back. Some more 
shout-and-response and Babatunde settles behind his 
kit and plays a rhythm. The rest of the band – Khalil 
Shaheed, Richard Howell, Art Khu, Geoff Brennan, 
and guest percussionists Tacuma King and Richard’s 
son, Elé – kick in and young feet start to swing. 
For the next song the room erupts for Clairdee. The 
highlight for the kids is all of the week’s scatting 
volunteers that Clairdee had from each class come to 
stage front for a noisy run on Ellington’s “Take the A Train”. As each child 
scats into the mike for Clairdee, the schools cheer their own on like a competition. 
The concert ends with the full room in unison chanting, “I love jazz!”

Afterwards it is impossible to not wonder if the next Ella, ‘Trane, Duke, Blakey, Jaco, or 
Miles might not have been inspired during the week. Kids had fun learning about, and 
listening to jazz. This is good work. This is important work. This is what membership dollars 
go towards: keeping jazz alive in, and appreciated by our children.

It is America’s music being passed to 
our children, not through stuffy lectures 
and dry history books, but through the 
vitality and love of the music from the 
musicians themselves. Without those 
members’ dollars, without volunteers, 
without the spirit and talent of the 
musicians, there would have been no 
laughter of children listening 
to jazz this April.

Support this program. Become a 
member. Join the Healdsburg Jazz 
Festival. We’re having some fun ‘cuz 
jazz is number one!’

Healdsburg High 
School Jazz 
Band Workshop
Wednesday of the week during 
Operation Jazz Band, after the 
school day was over, some 
of the musicians trek over to 
Healdsburg High for a workshop 
with the school jazz band. A 
dry day after weeks of rain pulls 
many kids out for make-up 
games and practice, leaving only 
a dozen students in the band 
room. Khalil and Babatunde, 
along with Ed Williams (bass) 
and Noam Lemish (keyboards) 
spread throughout the room. 
Khalil is up front, talking about 
their playing, “You have to be 
definite and confident; you have 
to commit. Your first 
notes should be like, 
‘Yeah! That’s right. I’m 
here!’” The class is filled 
with the esoteric language 
of chord structure, timing, 
scales, etc. In the end what 
really teaches is when 
the professionals play. It’s 
obvious that after each 
brief musical demonstration 
every note is worth a 
thousand words.



Steinway Pianos
Provided by 
Sherman Clay
San Francisco, CA
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JAMES IRVINE FOUNDATION

      ANONYMOUS DONOR ADVISED FUND AT 

BARBARA & HOWARD WOLLNER OF THE KISMET FOUNDATION 

HEALDSBURG CULTURAL TRUST

Individual Membership Levels
$30 per year includes 
- 3 coupons for wine or non-alcoholic beverage
 at the Sunday Jazz Series and select Festival
 events. (one coupon per event; Event sponsor
 wine only)
- Merchant discounts (see list below)

$50 per year
- 5 drink coupons total for the Sunday Jazz
 Series and select Festival events 
 (see limits above)
- Merchant discounts (see list below) 

$100 per year
- 5 drink coupons total for the Sunday Jazz
 Series and select Festival events 
 (see limits above)
- Early entry to all paid Jazz Festival events  
- Free jazz CD 

$500 per year  Includes all of the above, plus: 
- 5 additional drink coupons (10 coupons total)
- A second free jazz CD

$1000 per year  Includes all of the above, plus: 
- Reserved seating at all paid indoor events
- Invitations to special events related to 
 the Festival
- Personal introductions to musicians

MERCHANT DISCOUNTS  
All members receive the following discounts
and benefits from our supporting businesses: 

ART AND ALL THAT JAZZ
119 Plaza Street, Healdsburg
– 10% off sterling silver jewelry designs 
 by Jessica Felix 
– 10% off jazz CDs

LEVIN & COMPANY
306 Center Street, Healdsburg 
– 10% off jazz CDs or jazz books

RODNEY STRONG VINEYARDS 
11455 Old Redwood Highway, Healdsburg
– 10% discount on regularly priced wine or 
 gift items at the tasting room

CHRIS FOLEY FINE LEATHER 
433-B Healdsburg Avenue, Healdsburg
– 10% discount on merchandise

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Want to give more?
If you’d like to become a Patron Saint, Sponsor 
or a Contributing Merchant, please contact us 
at 707/433-4633, or e-mail the Healdsburg Jazz 
Festival at: info@healdsburgjazzfestival.org.

Become a Festival Member
Mail your completed form to: Healdsburg Jazz Festival, 
Post Office Box 266, Healdsburg, CA 95448
Or Fax your completed form to: 707/431-8371
Or join online at: www.healdsburgjazzfestival.org
For more information: contact the Festival Office at 
707/433-4633, or email us at info@healdsburgjazzfestival.org.

TODAY’S DATE

NAME                                                               

MAILING ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE

DAY PHONE (include area code)

EVENING PHONE (include area code)

E-MAIL ADDRESS

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL      $30       $50       $100       $500       $1000

                     Other amount  $   

    Check enclosed (payable to Healdsburg Jazz Festival)                            

    Please charge my credit card #

    Visa       MC    Exp. Date                Signature

    Please contact me about sponsorship. My company    

    Please contact me about becoming a contributing or discounting merchant. 

    I’d like to volunteer. My area(s) of interest:

        Event coordination Education

        Hospitality Fundraising

        Stage production Membership

        Marketing Other 

        Newsletter

We don’t like it when our names get sold to people we don’t know, so we promise not to sell or 
trade your personal information. Ever. We want to keep you all to ourselves!

mailto:info@healdsburgjazzfestival.com
http://www.healdsburgjazzfestival.com
mailto:info@healdsburgjazzfestival.com


Don’t Miss The Eighth Annual
Healdsburg Jazz Festival, June 1-11, 2006
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The Sunday Jazz Series continues!

DENISE PERRIER with the TAMMY HALL TRIO
May 21st,  7pm 
Hotel Healdsburg Lobby

$1000 PER YEAR - RENEWING
Frank Carrubba
Pat Carrubba
$100 PER YEAR - RENEWING
Tania Amochaev & 
Harold Hahn
Nancy & Keith Anding
Malou Basford
Tom Basford
Francine Filice
Stefan Jonson & 
Rhoann Ponseti
William Smith
Steve Sweaney
Gary Vanerstrom
Carl Vast
Marla Young

$50 PER YEAR - RENEWING
Mickey Fernandez
Wendy Free & Joe Hawley
Lynn Rogers
Cindy & Horst Trave
$30 PER YEAR - RENEWING
Marilyn Farnsworth
Jack Guenza
Anita & Ralph King
Betty & Herb Nudelman
Manuel Talkovsky
Bert & Mary Villemaire
$100 PER YEAR - NEW
Ann Amtower
Clark & Susan Coolidge
Dr. Mary & Bruce Hopewell

$50 PER YEAR - NEW
Sheldon Erkkila
Dana Lichter
Joe Messics
Jim & Mary Panttaja
Emile Progoff
$30 PER YEAR - NEW
Cynthia Alexander
Holly Harman
Diane Johnson
Laura Moore
Harvey Morrison

www.healdsburgjazzfestival.org

New Jazzed Up Website. Check it out!
The great new look was created by David Howard of 
Everywhere Media (www.4everywhere.com). Stay informed! 
Sign up for email updates on the festival and other jazz events 
right on the home page, www.healdsburgjazzfestival.org

The Grapevine Rag
Loren Abbey and Paul Tincknell   Contributing Writers
Graphite Studio, 707 433-7585  Graphic Design
Healdsburg Printing, Healdsburg   Printing

Join in the Jazz!
MEMBERSHIP IS THE BACKBONE of our organization. 
Without it we could not present the many free concerts we do, 
run our office or print this newsletter. Each membership not only 
brings benefits to you, but also helps this community. You can 
share the benefits by giving gift memberships to friends and 
family (a nice holiday gift), or just letting others know that it’s 
a small price for a great cause. For more information visit 
www.healdsburgjazzfestival.org.

Festival Partners & Members
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPS
ALL-STAR LEVEL ($1200 PER YEAR)
Hamilton Partners
John & Geri Holt
Lambert Bridge Winery
BIG BAND LEVEL ($600 PER YEAR)
Clutch
James F. DeMartini, Attorney
Silveira Pontiac, Buick, GMC

Jessica Felix: Artistic Director

NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS, JANUUARY 1, 2006 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2006

Post Office Box 266   Healdsburg, CA 95448
707/433-4633


